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Youth Action Initiative 2005-2006 
Make Smoking History 

 
A project of The Medical Foundation 

Funded by Department of Health’s Massachusetts Tobacco Control Program 
 

Level II Grantees ($10,000 grants): Policy Promotion Youth Action Projects 
 
Project: “Advocating for a Community-Based 
Tobacco Permit Limitation Policy” 

 
Group: B.O.L.D. Teens against Tobacco 

 
B.O.L.D. Teens against Tobacco will work for a regulation change in the permitting process for tobacco permits in 
the City of Boston by 1) conducting research on the process used for giving lottery and alcohol permits to merchants 
to use as precedents for changing the tobacco permitting process; 2) generating community support in Dorchester for 
a regulation change; and 3) working with appropriate city agencies and the community to change the current tobacco 
permitting regulations. 
 
Contact Information: 
Alexis Claytor, Youth Advocate    Codman Square Health Center 
Cynthia Loesch, Coordinator    637 Washington Street 
Voice: (617) 822-8189     Dorchester, MA 02124
Email: CKL32000@yahoo.com 
 
 
Project: “Boston Tobacco Advocacy Project”  Group: Boston Tobacco Advocacy Project (BTAP)  
 
The Boston Tobacco Advocacy Project is a collaboration between Sociedad Latina, the Whittier Street Health 
Center, and the Hyde Square Task Force that employs neighborhood teens as Community Organizers to affect 
change in their communities.  BTAP proposes to work on changing a city zoning ordinance to reduce the amount of 
tobacco-related advertising in local shops by 1) garnering community support; 2) using media exposure; and 3) 
meeting with city officials and agencies to make and enforce the changes. 
 
Contact Information: 
Dionna Cobb, Senior Youth Community Organizer  Sociedad Latina 
Alexandra Oliver-Davila, Executive Director  1530 Tremont Street 
Voice: (617) 442-4299 x 17    Roxbury, MA 02120 
Email: alex@sociedadlatina.org 
 
 
Project: “Youth Action Research Project to Promote 
Enforcement and Strengthening of Zoning 
Regulations” 

Group: HOPE Coalition Peer Leadership Program  

 
HOPE Coalition Peer Leadership Program is conducting action research on the distribution of temporary tobacco 
product advertising at locations that sell tobacco products.  They are examining signage patterns by neighborhood, 
by proximity to schools and school bus stops as well as along public transportation bus routes.  They will create a 
photo-documentary and map of the distribution of the signs which they will share with city officials and agencies as 
well as the community in an effort to promote the enforcement of the city ordinance. 
 
Contact Information: 
Courtney Pitts, Peer Leader    HOPE Coalition 
Laurie Ross, Coordinator     UMass Memorial Healthcare—City Campus—J2 
Voice: (508) 793-7642     119 Belmont Street 
Email: lross@clarku.edu     Worcester, MA 01605 
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Project: “Teen Advocates Sharing Knowledge about 
Tobacco” 

Group: Teen Advocates Sharing Knowledge about 
Tobacco (TASK)  

 
Teen Advocates Sharing Knowledge about Tobacco will collaborate with the Malden City Council and the Malden 
Recreation Department to address policy initiatives that focus on environmental tobacco smoke in public 
playgrounds.  TASK will advocate for stricter regulations and enforcement to protect youth and other community 
members from second-hand smoke. 
 
Contact Information: 
Julie Clerge, TASK member    YWCA Malden 
Peg Crowe, Director of Teen Services   54 Washington Street 
Voice: (781) 322-3760     Malden, MA 02148 
Email: pcrowe@maldenywca.org 
 
 
Project: “Local Playground Ordinance” Group: Teens Against Drug Abuse (TADA)  
 
Teens Against Drug Abuse will lead the initiative develop a city ordinance prohibiting smoking at all city 
playgrounds and sporting events held on city property.  They will do this by 1) developing a media plan to garner 
community support for this ordinance and 2) working with city officials and agencies to put this law into place. 
 
Contact Information: 
Jasiel Correia, TADA Chairperson    Stanley Street Treatment and Resources, Inc. 
Michael Aguiar, Youth Program Director   386 Stanley Street 
Voice: (508) 324-3598     Fall River, MA 02720 
Email: sstaryp@aol.com 
 
 
Project: “No Tobacco Sales to Minors” Group: Teens Against Tobacco  
 
Teens Against Tobacco will work on strengthening the local youth access ordinance by changing community norms 
and policies around the sale of tobacco to minors and youth tobacco use.  They will do this by 1) working with city 
officials and agencies to look at current regulations and make a case for amendments and 2) using media, surveys, 
and compliance checks to support their case for those amendments and changes. 
 
Contact Information: 
Tyrone Holt, Peer Leader     Urban League of Springfield 
Kamari Collins, Director of Youth and Education  765 State Street 
Voice: (413) 739-7211     Springfield, MA 01109 
Email: kcollins@ulspringfield.org   
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Youth Action Initiative 2005-2006 
Make Smoking History 

 
A project of The Medical Foundation 

Funded by Department of Health’s Massachusetts Tobacco Control Program 
 

Level I Grantees ($1,400 grants): Community Mobilization and Education Youth Action Projects 
These projects have been categorized into three main groups: 1) countering the tobacco industry’s marketing; 2) 
working on restricting youth access to tobacco sales; and 3) curbing secondhand smoke exposure at schools, school 
sporting events, and in homes.  Listed are the names of the youth groups, a youth and adult contact for each group, 
and their contact information.  Also, listed are the region that the group represents and the type of group they are. 
 
Code for Details: XX; YYY 
XX: Region (B = Boston; C = Central MA; MW = Metro West; NE = Northeastern MA; SE = Southeastern MA; W = Western MA) 
YYY: Type of Group  (CBO = community based organization; FBO = faith based organization; SBC = school based club) 
 
 
 
Countering the Tobacco Industry’s Marketing 
Research has shown that media campaigns that disseminate messages countering advertisements by the tobacco 
industry are effective in preventing initiation of smoking.  These projects involve activities such as designing 
posters, stickers, and public service announcements and other creative advocacy messages.   
 
Group: Cabot Manor      Details : W; CBO 
 
Michelle Rodriguez, Youth Group Coordinator   Valley Opportunity Council 
Zuzanna Zaluga, Youth Programs Director    106 Stonina Drive 
Voice: 413-592-4625      Chicopee, MA 01013 
Email: zuzanna@valleyopp.com 
 
Group: Cambridge Youth Programs    Details: B; CBO 
 
Wensess Raphael, Frisoli Youth Advisory Board President  Cambridge Youth Programs  
Michelle Farnum, Divison Head     51 Inman Street 
Voice: 617-349-6266      Cambridge, MA 02139 
Email: mfarnum@cambridgema.gov 
 
Group: Castle Square Youth Enrichment Program   Details: B; CBO 
 
Chantall Torres, Youth Coordinator     Castle Square Tenants Organization 
Michael Donoghue, Digital Multimedia Coordinator   476 Tremont Street 
Voice: 617-357-8548      Boston, MA 02116 
Email: micmj@hotmail.com 
 
Group: Future Nurses and Healthcare Workers Club at  Details: SE; SBC
Brockton High School 
 
Johanna Mensah, President     Brockton High School 
Linda Cahill, School Nurse     470 Forest Ave. 
Voice: 508-580-7692      Brockton, MA 02301 
Email: lindacahill@brocktonpublicschools.com 
 
Group: Getting Involved for Teen Safety(GIFTS)   Details: C; CBO 
 
Alexandria Hall, Peer Leader     LUK Crisis Center 
Kristen Malette, Youth Advisor     545 Westminster Street 
Voice: 978-345-0685      Fitchburg, MA 01420 
Email: kmalette@luk.org 
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Group: Greenfield High School Unity Group    Details : W; SBC

Brittanie Mimitz, Chairperson     Greenfield High School 
Lisa Moore, Advisor      1 Lenox Avenue 
Voice: 413-772-1350      Greenfield, MA 01301 
Email: lmoore@gpsk12.org 
 
Group: Junior Health Shop at the Pathfinder Regional  Details: C; SBC 
VoTech High School 
 
Catherine Milkowski, Group Leader    Pathfinder RVTHS 
Donna Hartlett, Health Instructor     240 Sykes Street 
Voice: 413-283-9701      Palmer, MA 01069 
Email: Bartlett@pathfindertech.org 
 
Group: North Shore Alliance of Gay and Lesbian Youth (NAGLY)  Details : NE; CBO 
 
Abraham Leon, Peer Advisor     NAGLY 
Jack Vondras, Executive Director     6 Curve Street 
Voice: 781-246-5259      Wakefield, MA 01880 
Email: jvondras@rcn.com 
 
Group: Peer Mediators at Wilmington Middle School   Details: NE; SBC 
 
Rosangela Farulla, Peer Mediator Advisor    Wilmington Middle School 
Voice: 978-694-6080      25 Carter Lane 
Email: rfarulla@wilmington.k12.ma.us    Wilmington, MA 01887 
 
Group: SADD at Taunton High School    Details: SE; SBC 
 
Jacob McPherson, Co-President     Taunton High School 
Deb Brown, SADD Advisor     50 Williams Street 
Voice: 508-821-1129      Taunton, MA 02780 
Email: access@tauntonschools.org 
 
Group: SADD at the REACH Community Health Foundation  Details: W; CBO w/ SBC 
 
Lara Pagan, North Adams Youth Council    REACH Community Health Foundation 
Katie West, SADD Coordinator     71 Hospital Avenue  
Vo ice: 413-663-5383      North Adams, MA 01247   
Email: kwest@mccanntech.org      
 
Group: Teens Against Destructive Actions (TADA) at Hopkins   Details: W; SBC 
Academy     
 
Gary Pelissier, Group Leader     Hopkins Academy  
Amanda Slocombe, School Nurse     131 Russell Street 
Voice: 413-582-6446      Hadley, MA 01035 
Email: aslocombe@hadleyschools.org  
 
Group: Teens Reach Out at Greenwood Family Life Center  Details: B; CBO 
 
Kafia Figaro, Teen Peer Leader     Greenwood Family Life Center 
Brilton Levy, Member       
 
Group: Youth Development Program at VACA   Details: B; CBO 
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Nhan Ly, Peer Leader      Vietnamese American Civic Association 
PhuongDai Nguyen, Youth Coordinator    1452 Dorchester Ave., 3rd floor 
Voice: 617-288-7344      Dorchester, MA 02122 
Email: youth@vacaboston.org 
 
Group: Youth Effects at the Family Health Center of Worcester  Details: C; CBO
 
Tracy Doan, Youth Leader     Family Health Center of Worcester, Inc. 
Khanh-Van Tran, Health Educator     26 Queen Street 
Voice: 508-860-7953      Worcester, MA 01610 
Email: khanhvan.tranfhcw@umassmed.edu  
 
Group: Youth Leaders in Action at the Gandara Center  Details: W; CBO 
 
Lydia Nieves, YLA Member     Gandara Center 
Sheila Petigny, Youth Coordinator     333 East Columbus Street 
Voice: 413-736-8329      Springfield, MA 01105 
Email: spetigny@gandaracenter.org 
 
 
 
Restricting Youth Access to Tobacco Sales 
Merchant education and enforcement of youth access regulations are an important part of preventing youth from 
initiation of smoking.  These projects include activities to educate retailers on the regulations and doing StoreAlerts.   
 
Group: Amesbury High School Peer Leaders    Details: NE; SBC 
 
Rory McCarron, President of Peer Leaders    Amesbury High School 
Donna Georges, Director of K12 Health    5 Highland Street 
Voice: 978-388-0507      Amesbury, MA 01913 
Email: georgesd@k12.amesbury.ma.us 
 
Group: Dunbar PRIDE, Teen Support Program   Details: W; CBO 
 
Andrew Key, Peer Leader      Dunbar Community Center 
Natasha George, Teen Support Coordinator    33 Oak Street 
Voice: 413-788-6143, x107     Springfield, MA 01109 
Email: ngeorge@dunbarma.org 
 
Group: St. John the Evangelist Youth Ministry   Details: SE; FBO 
 
Kelsey Collett, Chairperson     St. John the Evangelist Church 
Marilyn Lariviere, Youth Minister     PO Box 1558  
Voice: 508-775-7781      Pocasset, MA 02559 
Email: mlariv@comcast.net      
 
Group: South Boston Action Center     Details: B; CBO 
 
Larry Buechs, Peer Leader      South Boston Action Council, Inc. 
Paul Degenkolb, Project Coordinator    424 West Broadway 
Voice: 617-269-5160, x127     South Boston, MA 02127 
Email: sbyouthassets@gmail.com 
 
Group: SADD at Milford High School    Details: C; SBC 
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Matt Deiana       Milford High School 
Diana Dow, Health Ed. Teacher     31 W. Fountain Street 
Voice: 508-478-1155      Milford, MA 01757 
Email: ddow@milfordma.com 
 
Group: Team TAD (Teens Against Drugs)    Details: NE; CBO 
 
Jonnas Jacques, Student      Medford Health Matters 
Gisela Rots, Project Coordinator     c/o NCHC 
Voice: 978-618-4533      101 Amesbury St., Ste. 405 
Email: gamrots@glfhc.org       Lawrence, MA 01840 
 
Group: Young at Arts Youth Ambassadors    Details: B; CBO 
 
Moss Lynch, Youth Ambassador     South Boston Community Health Center 
Roberta Rogers, Youth Outreach Specialist    409 West Broadway 
Voice: 617-464-7463      South Boston, MA 02127 
Email: lidoran@sbchc.org 
 
 
 
Curbing Secondhand Smoke 
Environmental, or secondhand, tobacco smoke has been shown to have negative and lasting effects on nonsmokers.  
These projects include efforts to eliminate secondhand smoke on school grounds, in homes, and in other spaces.   
 
Group: B.O.L.D. Teens Against Tobacco    Details: B; CBO 
 
Alexis Claytor, Youth Advocate     B.O.L.D. Teens 
Cynthia Loesch, Coordinator     637 Washington Street 
Voice: 617-822-8189      Dorchester, MA 02124 
Email: CKL32000@yahoo.com 
 
Group: Community Service Club at Nashoba Regional High School Details: C; SBC 
 
Kaley Fawcett, Youth Contact     Nashoba Regional High School 
Dan Glover, Club Advisor      12 Green Road 
Voice: 978-779-0122      Bolton, MA 01740 
Email: dglover@nrsd.net       
 
Group: National Junior Honor Society at Ford Middle School  Details: SE; SBC 
 
Victoria Wood, Student Contact     Ford Middle School 
Julie DeSousa, JNHS Advisor     708 Middle Road 
Voice: 508-998-0265, x386     Acushnet, MA 02743 
Email: jdesousa@acushnet.k12.ma.us 
 
Group: Peer Educators at Arlington High School   Details: MW; SBC 
 
Grace Sullivan, Student      Arlington High School 
Cindy Bouvier, Health Coordinator     869 Massachusetts Ave. 
Voice: 781-316-3570      Arlington, MA 02476 
Email: cbouvier@arlington.k12.ma.us  
 
Group: Peer Leader Program at the Nazzaro Community Center Details: B; CBO 
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Christine Carlino, Teen Leader     North End Community Health Center 
Laurie D’Elia, Activities Director     332 Hanover Street 
Mary Wright, Health Educator     Boston, MA 02113 
Voice: 617-643-8064 
Email: mlwright@partners.org 
 
Group: Provincetown High School Student Athletes   Details: SE; SBC 
 
Eve Rose, National Honor Society President    Outer Cape Health Services 
Joely Edwards, School Physician     3130 State Road 
Voice: 508-349-3131, x123     Wellfleet, MA 02667 
Email: jedwards@outercape.org 
 
Group: Reduce Tobacco Use Youth Group    Details: SE; SBC 
 
Mike Yokell, Mayor’s Youth Council Member   Fall River Youth Services 
Christian McCloskey, Youth Services Coordinator   One Government Center 
Voice: 508-324-2419      Fall River, MA 02722 
Email: cmccloskey@fallriverma.org 
 
Group: SADD at Chicopee Public Schools     Details: W; SBC 
 
Kristen LaValley, President of SADD    Chicopee Public Schools  
Karen Turmel, Nursing Supervisor     820 Front Street 
Voice: 413-594-3471      Chicopee, MA 01020 
Email: kturmel@chicopee.mec.edu  
 
Group: Teens Helping Other Teens Survive    Details: W; SBC 
 
Meagan Richard, President of THOTS    Mennechaug Regional High School 
Pam Lathan, Advisor      621 Main Street 
Voice: 413-596-9011      Wilbraham, MA 01095 
Email: plathan@hwrsd.org 
 
Group: Tobacco Education Can Help    Details: SE; SBC 
 
Sadie Souther       Cape Cod Regional Technical High School 
Peggy Reilly-O’Brien, Program Coordinator    351 Pleasant Lake Ave. 
Voice: 508-432-4500, x306     Harwich, MA 02645 
Email: preilly-obrien@capetech.us 
 
Group: YouthZone Peer Leaders     Details: B; CBO 
 
Charisa Williams, Peer Leader     MGH Community Health Associates  
Linda Jeffrey, Practice Manager for MGH YouthZone  300 Ocean Ave. 
Voice: 781-485-6429      Revere, MA 02151 
Email: ljeffrey@partners.org   
 
 

For questions about the Youth Action Initiative, please contact Sophia Kim, Project Coordinator at skim@tmfnet.org 




